DVD

Green Gold

Soya Plantations encroaching on Brazilian Savannah and Rainforest

This documentary was made in Brazil (Cerrado). It reveals the destructive effects of increased soybean production, showing that the social and environmental problems are already great and will only increase in severity. 

Scale

It is Brazil’s ambition to become the largest producer of soybeans in the world. The largest customers are Europe and China, with the Netherlands being the largest importer in Europe. Soya is a component of the food we buy, albeit often an invisible one. The documentary shows how increased soybean production is rapidly encroaching on the rainforest and savannahs, destroying it and driving out small-scale peasant farming. In the Brazilian Amazon area alone, last year saw the disappearance of an area of forest the size of Belgium. Of this, one third (nearly 8.000 km2) was taken for soy production. Outside the Amazon, soy cultivation expanded by an additional 13.000 km2, largely in the Central Brazilian area called Cerrado (forested savannah). 

Consequences

Soybean cultivation leads to more export income, but the consequences for the local population, human and animal, are disastrous. Soya production is often mechanised. Moreover, soybeans are cultivated at the expense of mixed, subsistence agriculture; they take up huge amounts of space, swallowing large areas of agricultural land. This means that increasing numbers of local peasants are being bought out or simply hunted off their land, with poverty and starvation as a result. Local Indian tribes are also being harmed by the immense soy plantations. Tribal lands are threatened by the pesticides used in soy production. The Amazon area is being surrounded by newly built roads in order to get the soybeans as fast as possible to the docks for export, but the roads also surround nature reserves and Indian territories allowing them to be accessed by colonists and loggers. The tropical rainforest plays a major part in creating the rain from which the entire country profits, including the soy plantations. The disappearance of the Amazon is thus not just an ecological disaster, it is leading to major problems for agricultural production and thus impacts the entire Brazilian economy. By continuing along this path, the country is rendering itself extremely vulnerable. 

The joint NGOs
 are bringing out this DVD to draw the attention of producers, traders, buyers and the general public throughout the world to the issue of soy cultivation. The joint NGOs call upon all those involved to work together towards a sustainable agriculture. 

The DVD is available in Dutch, Portuguese, English and Spanish. For more information on the purchase of the DVD please contact: nsc@bothends.org

� Both ENDS, WNF, Kerkinactie, FairFood, Solidaridad, Cordaid, IUCN and Milieudefensie





